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his qualifications, (if such be really the case, for " Libertas" is
not sure of it,) I felt compelled to write on the subject.

I remember Ozanne at St. Thomas’s Hospital, the admired
of all admirers, the first in Joseph Henry Green’s class, and
also in Grainger’s ; honours which even " Libertas" might 
court. I remember his nervous and expressive reading of his
prize essay at the Physical Society, &c., &c. The licence of
the Apothecaries’ Company could not possibly add to the
honours of such a distinguished individual, but he might cer-
tainly confer honour on them by accepting it. As " Libertas"
probably lives in the same neighbourhood as Mr. Ozanne, I
would urge 

" Libertas," by all means, to get introduced to him,
and to cultivate his friendship,which he would find such a boon
as is not often to be met with. As to the disparaging manner
in which he speaks of medals, &c., " Libertas" is so well versed
in literature that it is unnecessary for me to remind him of
the fable of the " Fox and the Grapes;" I will only say, as
Dr. Johnson said of ancestral honours, " I have never heard
any speak against them but those who were not possessed of
them." .

I would as soon believe that " Libertas" was the embodi-
ment of candour and charity, as believe that Mr. Ozanne
would so descend from his high principles as to receive anybenefit from sectarian bigotry. Are we really, Sir, come to
such a pass that we must quarrel amongst ourselves whilst
surrounded by a host of quacks. What can legislation do for
such a body ?

If Mr. Ozanne has paraded his honours, "Libertas" forced
him to it. A higher authority in ethics than either of them
said, on a similar occasion, " Bear with me a little in my folly."

I beg to assure " Libertas" that talent and integrity will
ultimately conquer any sectarian persecution he may meet
with; that by any attempts to disparage the name of Ozanne;
he will only add to his well-earned fame; and if he wishes to
assure himself of the latter assertion, let him visit the school
of St. Thomas’s Hospital, where he will find it traditionally
handed down as synonymous with all that is great and
honourable. I remain, Sir, yours respectfully,

June, 1849. CAMBRENSIS.

THE DEFINITION OF CARIES.
[LETTER FROM PROFESSOR SYME.]

To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,&mdash;From various communications which have appeared

in THE LANCET, under the title of " Mr. Syme’s Definition of
Caries," I regret to learn that the note of explanation which
I requested you to publish, has been entirely misunderstood
and misrepresented.
In expressing my opinion that it was not expedient to cut

out the head of the thigh-bone with a view to remedy diseases
of the hip-joint, I stated that the bones concerned must be
either carious or not; and that operative interference while
unnecessary in the latter, must be useless in the former case, 
since the acetabulum always participated in the disease, and
did not admit of removal with any prospect of advantage. In
thus expressing myself I understood the meaning of caries as
restricted to that form of ulceration of bone in which there
is no power of recovery in the part affected. Such is the
meaning in which I have always employed this term, as may
be seen from a paper published twenty years ago, and re-
printed in my " Contributions to the Pathology and Practice
of Surgery," p. 228. Such also is the meaning attached to
caries by my colleague, the Professor of Systematic Surgery,
as will appear from the following extract of his text-book.
" Caries.&mdash;This may follow on the simple sore; more frequently
it is original; it is something more than a weak ulcer of bone;
it is something less than a malignant or cancerous sore, as it
is too often designated. With many there is a culpable
laxity in the use of this term, by applying it indiscriminately
to all breaches of continuity of bone of whatever kind. I
shall endeavour to define the state of matters to which the
term caries is truly applicable, and shall use that term only
to denote that condition; remembering the just saying of Mr.
Pott, how ’ clear and precise definitions of disease, and the ap-
plication of such names to them as are expressive of their
true nature, are of more consequence than they are generally
imagined to be. Untrue and imperfect ones occasion false
ideas, and false ideas are generally followed by erroneous
practice.’ Caries is a breach of continuity in bone, of an
altogether peculiar kind, of itself almost incapable of cure;
yet not in any degree partaking of truly malignant action.
...... It has no adequate power of reparation!’*

* Mr. Miller’s "Principes of Surgery," 1844, p. 325.

But in London it would seem that caries is employed in a
much wider sense. Mr. Fergusson says, " It has been stated
by some, that if caries be once established (in the hip-joint)
the patient must die. I have been much astonished at such
an assertion, and if it be correct, the majority of the profession
must not yet be agreed as to what condition the term caries
really applies. It is not always easy to draw the distinction
between ulceration of cartilage and ulceration of bone. If
cartilage disappears under acute inflammation of a joint, ulcer-
ation is usually said to be present, the surfaces of the bones
are left bare, they grate upon each other when friction is ap-
plied ; there may be, and generally is, a profuse discharge of
matter; if a probe can be pushed against the bare ulcerated
bone, it is pronounced to be carious. Even in instances where
there is no external escape of pus, where roughness can be
felt during attrition, caries is usually thought to be present.
Of course I have excluded those chronic affections of joints
which we meet with in persons advanced in life, or of a rlieu-
matic or gouty habit. I hesitate myself about applying the
term caries in some of these cases, although I believe it is a
very general acceptation."&mdash;THE LANCET, April 7th, 1849, p.
Eke 19.

Mr. Norman says, " I cannot reconcile Mr. Syme’s state-
ment ‘ if the joint is carious, the patient must die’-with his
further observations about the cripples with distorted limbs?
who regain health, and live for years with anchylosed joints.
Surely these joints have been carious, and the occurrence of
recovery proves more than Air. Syme requires." So that, even
although spontaneous dislocation may have taken place with-
out suppuration at all, and merely from absorption of the
articular textures, Mr. Norman would still say that caries had
existed.

In these circumstances, simply with the view of removing a
source of confusion, and without the slightest intention of
either claiming credit or imputing blame, I requested the
Editor of THE LANCET to make known the different meaning
attached to caries in London and Edinburgh. To the note
conveying this explanation, you thought proper to prefix the
title of " Definition of Caries," and thus, I doubt not very
unintentionally, afforded a pretext for the imputation of un-
worthy motives.
The question of operating for the remedy of hip-disease is

now fairly before the profession, and I shall not regret having
expressed my opinion upon the subject, if it has had the effect
of awakening attention to the inexpediency of a proceeding
which I believe to be, without exception, wholly unnecessary,
utterly useless, and dangerous in the extreme.

I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
Edinburgh. June. 1849. JAMES SYME.

A WORD IN FAVOUR OF " OPEN SURGERIES."
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;I have only this day seen your number, dated May
12th, in which your correspondent, Mr. M. K. O’Shea, has
thought fit to make me the subject of his comment. To his
individual opinion, the style of his effusion leads me to attach
but little weight; and had his charges appeared in any other
quarter than THE LANCET, I could not have condescended to
notice them.
What Banagher or Ballinasloe may be, I know not, and

am almost equally ignorant of Lambeth: having, however, no
convenience for a surgery or dispensary at this my private re-
sidence, I must plead guilty to the charge of renting and
occupying for that purpose a very small portion (one room to
wit) of the house situate No. 20, Paddington-street.

It is likewise the truth that a blacking manufacturer does
occupy a part of those premises, and that a notification of the
said fact is patent upon them.
But to state that this " blacking " announcement is printed

over my door, and to imply that I have anything to do,
directly or indirectly, with this useful article of domestic con-
sumption, is simply a falsehood; and though from its facetious-
ness it might qualify its author for some subordinate position
in the Punch office, I must, in justice to my profession and
myself, add the alkalinity of my fact to the aciditv of his
fiction, and disavow any such shining pretensions as he attri-
butes to me.

. 
The propriety or otherwise of the open shop or surgery

which many respectable members of the profession advocate,
, 

is a fair subject for discussion and courteous difference of &pound;
opinion.

I am one of those who answer this question in the affirma-
. tive, and I do so under the influence of two motives-interest

and duty.
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And, for the first, what says the argumentum ad crumenam
to myself and other young members -of the profession ?&mdash;" O;
fili &AElig;sculapii ! you have invested your money and your time;
not in the acquisition of tangible or marketable commodities,
but in the storing your brains with the best information that
the learned of this and other countries-can afford ; you have
complied with the legal requirements of the constituted autho-
rities, and have invested additional hard cash in return for the
privilege of proving to them that you have so stocked your
brains; you have not just struggled into the profession, and
solved your consciences by simply obtaining the minimum
proof of qualification, the imprimatur that you are competent
to ’the ordinary exigencies of surgical ministrations;’ but
you have likewise felt it your duty to possess yourselves of the
double, and, therefore, only legal (I beg you mark these adjec-
tives, Mr. M. K. O’Shea) evidence of competency; and, fur-
ther, you have complied with the requirements of society, and
have maintained that status which it has demanded of you.
Of a truth, you deserve well of the public and your pro-
fession.
" With a fair field before you, as you believe, yonnow begin

to practise that which is to yield you a legitimate return for
your toil: but have you a fair field ? Is it not crowded with
professional and laical empirics ? Do not many of the so-
called "heads of the profession" countenance quackery and
fraud ? Do not Doctors of Medicine enter into disreputable
alliance with the druggist ? Is the per-centage system un-
known in the profession ? (Vide LANCET, November 15th,
1845.) Do not gentlemen get up" dispensaries and other so-
called charitable institutions, solely for the sake of advertising
their names and keeping them before the public ? Do not
fellows of colleges throw open their doors, and give their
"advice gratis" to all who may apply; and do they exercise
any discrimination- as to the parties to whom they are thus
liberal ? This, in the jargon of the day, is known as " charity,"
in purer Saxon it would be 

" humbug."
" All this, 0 Mediculi, you will find to your cost: well, there

are three or four courses open to you: maybe you are the
lucky owner of some two or three thousand pounds; and if
so, may, like a jobber, invest it in the purchase of a partner-
ship or an established practice, (as if patients were to be bar-
tered to the highest bidder, like so much live stock; but we’ll
let that pass.) Or you may vegetate upon the interest of a
like sum,-may aspire to the reputation of a pure; may warm
your nether end day after day at the fires of hospital board-
rooms,-may (if you don’t mind canvassing and begging-letter
writing) obtain the post of physician or surgeon to the Mudfog
Dispensary, at a salary of nothing per annum; and, after
several years of unrequited toil, may hope to pay income-tax
upon your earnings.
"But if no silver spoon was found within your foetal mouth,

you may remain in dignified retirement and solitary grandeur
until the res angusta domi has qualified you for the post of
railway porter or Australian shepherd. Or, by adopting the
much-abused open surgery, and practising your profession as
a gentleman, you may, within a reasonable time, become suffi-
ciently known, and obtain thereby a legitimate introduction
to practise, with a reputable and independent livelihood."

I have, Mr. Editor, taken the last course; and having thus
shown that it was my interest so to do, beg to be allowed, with
as much brevity as possible, to show that higher and purer
motives lead to the same decision.

I believe that the health of the community is an object of
paramount importance; that human beings are worthy of
solicitude; that it is more important to prevent than to cure;
that men are responsible for all evil which they are able, but
have neglected to prevent; and that "that is the greatest
good which does the greatest good to the greatest number."

I know that disease is often maltreated, or altogether
neglected; that three thousand English women die annually
in child-birth; that more than twenty-three thousand children
perish within the month, in England alone, in one year,
(Registrar-General’s Report,) that of the deaths of children
registered, (Manchester Report,) one-third are from reme-
diable diseases, and that the deaths have occurred either
under the necessarily improper treatment of uneducated per-
sons, or from no treatment at all; and that "more lives are
annually sacrificed to ignorance and negligence than to any
single cause whatsoever, whether of accident or disease."

I am aware, that to the laissez-faire system of our rulers
much of this evil may be attributed, but would not have the
medical profession abet the crime. Let it, then, adopt such
measures as may best obviate it; let its members make them-
selves accessible to all; and this can only be done by the
general adoption of the " open surgery."

But I may be answered by the profession, " We are acces&middot;
sible to the public; we are never out of harness; we jostle.
one another in our zeal to serve it :’ True, sirs, partly true;
but for a moment remember, that the inhabitants of squares,
and terraces constitute but a fractional portion of the public ;
that at the back of these grand buildings are tenements teem-’
ing with human beings-poor, ’tis true, but willing to be inde-’
pendent; and are such to be driven, in the hour of sickness, to : 
the druggist ?
An artizan falls sick; he is afraid to knock at the closed,

door of a qualified man, such a summons being associated in.
his mind with expense beyond his means; and thus may pro-
tracted disease, and consequent loss of employment, involve.
him, and perhaps a family, in hopeless destitution. What
alternatives are open to him ? A dispensary, which honest -
pride forbids, and the druggist. Or take the case of one who,
is obliged to keep up appearances on small means, whose edil.
cation is good and whose feelings are refined; he knows the-
druggist cannot be safely trusted, and is afraid to run up an
account with a doctor; so, were it not for the "open sur-
geries," he must reluctantly, and with feelings of wounded’

pride, seek for advice at a charity.My honest conviction, Mr. Editor, is, that the only adequate
remedy for this distressing state of things is the general adop-
tion of "open surgeries;" to insist that they should be con-
ducted in a reputable manner is a work of supererogation.
To conclude, with some parting 11 unequivocal" advice to

Mr. O’Shea, I would remind him, that to indulge with im-
punity his cacoethes scribendi with calumny, is not among the
privileges of members of the College of Surgeons; and I would
hint to him, that a mere member of the college is not (so far
as this country is concerned) a legal practitioner of medicine
- he is simply tolerated : but n’importe. Should Mr. O’Shea
turn his hand to some such honest calling as that of designer
or architect of medical shop-fronts, I will do my best to
recommend him. and am. Sir. verv respectfully vours.

Lisson Grove North, May 29, 1849.
W. J. PRESTON, L.S.A., M.R.C.S.

MEDICAL ETIQUETTE IN SCOTLAND.
To the Editor of ’THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;From the want of a periodical breathing the spirit of
THE LANCET, on this side of the Tweed, the laws of medical
etiquette are too frequently violated with impunity; and as
such occurrences are principally met with amongst the lower,
ranks of the profession, they are passed over in silence. But
the following communication will show that the higher mem-
bers of the profession-those who are looked upon as its
pride and its ornament-are not so immaculate but that some
of them may benefit by "the slow, unmoving finger of scorn,"
which is occasionally pointed at such ignoble practices in the
pages of your journal.

Mrs. M , the wife of a respectable mechanic of this town,
finding herself pregnant for the fourth time, was advised by a
friend to consult Professor Simpson, of Edinburgh; and’at her
request, as the Professor had suggested to her, I addressed to
him a report of her case, to the following effect :&mdash;" On each
of her three confinements she carried her child to the full
time, and was attended on the two first by my father, and
during the last’by myself. In each, the feet of the child pre-
sented, and from the same cause-the delay of the delivery of
the head. They all perished. The children were rather un-
usually large." Accordingly, Mrs. M- went to Edinburgh,
and on her return informed me that she first saw Dr. Keith,
the -Professor’s assistant, and afterwards, on the same day,
Dr. Simpson himself. And further stated, that Dr. Keith ob-
served that something might be done in the way of inducing
premature delivery, with the view of avoiding the expected
danger to her child. On the patient enquiring of the Pro--
fessor as to whether there could be any method of "turning"
the child from its supposed position of feet presentation-
a question which the patient had expressed, again and again,
to my father and to myself-the Professor, it would seem,
hesitated not in giving it as his opinion, that such might be
practicable previous to the accession of labour; and that if
she chose to go to Edinburgh, he would supply her with a
bed in his lying-in hospital and give her a living child; and
in the meantime promised to acquaint me with his views of
the case.

Mrs. M&mdash;&mdash; has a mind much superior to the majority of
females of her own rank, and fro111 the interest she had in the
case, I thought there could be little doubt of the correctness
of her report; and according to this report the Professor and
his assistant did not scruple to give her to understand that


